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Group Finance Manager

Job Title: Group Finance Manager
Location: Manchester – Hybrid working (2 days per week in the office)
Contract: Permanent
Salary: Up to £95,000 per annum

About Outcomes First Group
At Outcomes First Group, we believe every child can thrive when given the right environment for success. As one of the world’s leading providers in our sector, we deliver exceptional, research-led education tailored to each individual, with smaller class sizes and personalised learning plans.
We are the largest independent provider of high-quality special needs education and care in the UK, operating across England, Scotland and Wales. Our divisional brands include Acorn Education, Options Autism, Blenheim Schools and Momenta Connect.

The Role

We are seeking an experienced Group Finance Manager to join the Group Finance team during a period of increasing international complexity.

This is a senior, hands-on technical role responsible for Group consolidation, statutory reporting and technical accounting. The role focuses on the preparation and integrity of Group financial reporting and supports the delivery of accurate, compliant Group accounts across UK and international entities.

Role Scope
· Operates at Group level, focused on consolidation and reporting.
· Acts as a technical accounting specialist for the Group.
· Works closely with UK and international finance teams to prepare accurate Group reporting.
· Supports the Group audit process.

Key Responsibilities
Group consolidation & reporting
· Prepare and manage Group consolidations across multiple entities, currencies and accounting frameworks.
· Prepare Group balance sheet and cash flow reporting as a core responsibility.
· Ensure the accuracy, completeness and integrity of Group-level financial data and reporting outputs.

Statutory accounts
· Prepare annual Group statutory financial statements and supporting documentation.
· Ensure compliance with applicable accounting standards (UK GAAP and IFRS).
· Support the transition of Group reporting from UK GAAP to IFRS.

Technical accounting
· Provide technical accounting expertise on complex Group reporting matters.
· Interpret and apply accounting standards to ensure consistent Group treatment.
· Maintain Group accounting policies and consolidation methodology.

Audit support
· Act as a key technical contact for the Group external audit, supporting audit delivery and responding to auditor queries.
· Coordinate audit inputs from UK and international finance teams.

Tax support
· Work closely with the Group Tax Director and UK Tax Manager to assist with the preparation of corporation tax calculations and provisions for the statutory accounts.
· Provide supporting analysis and documentation to tax advisers for annual returns and compliance requirements.

Systems & controls
· Maintain robust Group reporting processes and controls.
· Support improvements to consolidation and reporting processes where required.

Experience & Skills
Essential
· Fully qualified accountant (ACA or ACCA strongly preferred).
· Proven experience in Group reporting, consolidation or technical accounting roles.
· Strong experience preparing multi-entity, multi-currency consolidations.
· In-depth knowledge of UK GAAP and/or IFRS.
· Excellent attention to detail with strong analytical skills.
· Comfortable in a hands-on, delivery-focused technical role.
· Ability to work independently and manage complex reporting requirements.

Desirable
· Experience supporting a UK GAAP to IFRS transition.
· Background in a private equity-backed or complex group environment.
· Experience with consolidation systems (e.g. Oracle).
· Advanced Excel capability.

Safeguarding
Outcomes First Group is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people. All appointments are subject to appropriate safeguarding checks, including enhanced DBS and social media screening.
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