[image: ]
Outdoor Education Instructor
Heath Farm College, Maidstone
Job Title: Outdoor Education Instructor
Location: Heath Farm College, Maidstone
About Heath Farm College
Heath Farm College is a specialist provision for young people aged 14-19 with Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs. We are passionate about providing engaging, therapeutic and meaningful learning experiences that help students develop confidence, resilience, independence and positive relationships.
We believe that learning happens both inside and outside the classroom. Our outdoor education programme uses adventurous activities, challenge, teamwork and exploration to help young people overcome barriers, discover their strengths and achieve success.
Purpose of the Role
We are seeking an enthusiastic and motivated Outdoor Education Instructor to lead and deliver a range of exciting outdoor learning opportunities for our students.
This role is ideal for an individual who is passionate about the outdoors and understands the transformational impact that adventurous activities can have on young people's confidence, wellbeing and personal development. You will work with students aged 1419 who may have experienced challenges in education and require additional support to engage successfully in learning.
No previous experience working in a school or college is required. We are looking for someone with excellent outdoor education skills, a positive attitude and a genuine commitment to supporting young people to succeed.
As the provision develops, there may be opportunities for additional hours and further growth within the role.
Key Responsibilities
Outdoor Education Delivery
· Plan and lead engaging outdoor education sessions both onsite and offsite. [image: ] Deliver a range of adventurous and developmental activities that promote teamwork, resilience, problem-solving and self-confidence.
· Adapt activities to meet the individual needs, abilities and interests of students. [image: ]	Encourage positive participation and support students to overcome challenges in a safe and supportive environment.
· Support students to develop independence, emotional regulation and social skills through outdoor learning experiences.
Potential Activities May Include
· Bushcraft and survival skills
· Woodland management and conservation projects
· Orienteering and navigation
· Hiking and countryside exploration
· Mountain biking
· Paddle sports
· Climbing and bouldering
· Team-building and problem-solving challenges
· Archery
· Camping and expedition preparation [image: ] Duke of Edinburgh Award activities [image: ] Environmental and sustainability projects [image: ] Water-based activities
· Adventure days and educational visits
· Planning and leading residentials
Student Support
[image: ]Build positive and#usting relationships withstudents.[image: ]
· Act as a role model and promote high expectations of behaviour, participation and conduct.
· Support students who may experience anxiety, emotional dysregulation or barriers to engagement.
· Work collaboratively with teachers, support staff and therapeutic professionals.
Safety and Compliance
· Ensure all activities are delivered safely and in accordance with risk assessments and relevant legislation.
· Complete activity planning, risk assessments and associated paperwork. [image: ] Maintain equipment and ensure resources are safe and fit for purpose.
· Follow safeguarding, health and safety and college policies at all times.
Partnership Working
· Develop and maintain positive relationships with external providers and activity centres.
· Support the development and growth of Heath Farm College's outdoor education offer.
· Contribute ideas for new activities and enrichment opportunities.
Person Specification
Essential Criteria
· Passion for outdoor learning and adventurous activities.
· Strong communication and relationship-building skills.
· Ability to motivate and inspire young people.
· Experience leading outdoor activities, either professionally or through voluntary roles.
· Ability to manage risk and maintain safe working practices.
· Flexible, creative and solution-focused approach. [image: ]	Full UK driving licence.
· Ability to work independently and as part of a team.
Desirable Criteria
Qualifications enabling the delivery of adventurous activities would be highly advantageous, such as:
· Mountain Training qualifications [image: ] National Navigation Award Scheme qualifications
· British Canoeing qualifications [image: ] Paddle UK leader awards
· Climbing Wall Instructor (CWI)
· Rock Climbing Instructor (RCI) [image: ] Archery GB Instructor Award
· Forest School qualification
· Duke of Edinburgh Award Assessor or Supervisor experience
· Outdoor First Aid qualification
· NGB (National Governing Body) qualifications relevant to outdoor pursuits
Experience organising and leading offsite educational visits and adventurous activities is desirable.
Previous experience working with young people with SEMH needs is welcome but not essential.
Previous experience working in a school, college or educational setting is not required.
What We Offer
· The opportunity to make a genuine difference to young people's lives.
· Small class sizes and supportive teams.
· The chance to develop and shape an exciting outdoor education programme. [image: ]	Opportunities for professional development and training.
· Potential for increased hours and future career development as the provision expands.
· A rewarding role where every day is different.
Safeguarding Statement
Heath Farm College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people. All successful applicants will be subject to an enhanced DBS check, satisfactory references and all relevant pre-employment checks in accordance with Keeping Children Safe in Education guidance.
Heath Farm College welcomes applications from individuals with a passion for outdoor education, adventure and helping young people achieve their full potential, regardless of previous experience in schools or colleges.
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